87. Agastya Stays on Venkatachala

Agastya  and his companions continued   to stay on
Venkatachala, bathing in the holy waters of the Swami Push-
karini and meditating on Janardana. Twelve years elapsed. Mean-
while the sages  chanted the sacred  eight syllabled Mantra,
which is recited by those desiring salvation from the cycle of
births and deaths. Brahmma and Sankara perform the duties
entrsted to them by virtue of the power they acquire by uttering
this all powerful divine spell. The Ashtakshari Mantra redeems
one from all  his sins. Itgrants  all desiresof human beings.
It relieves everyone of his woes.

On the expiry of twelve   years, Agastya   and his
party went round the Vimana and prostrated themselves before
Sree HarL Meanwhile the Vimana again disappeared* All
were astonished. "This Vimana vanished once. It has appeared
again* How wonderful!" everyone thought. King Uparichara
Vasu offered worship to Lord Vasudeva and recited the twelve
syllabled mantra in the'Vimana. The Siddhas and other natives of
Sveta Dveepa, all holders of Conch and discuss, chanted the snme
mantra staying in the Vimana for long. The seven sages, Devas,
Sukra, Brihaspati and Yogis and Sanaka and others saluted
Janardana. They sang the praise of the holy hill and returned to
their respective abodes. The divine conch then went to Indra^s
region. Vishwaksena accompanied by his able ministers engaged
himself in wiping out the rakshasas. ^The Vimana will remain on
the sacred hill being worshipped for ever. It will be seen by those
who rpeditate on S^cehari and perform penance^ Those who